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CXHCEVC FOR POlAD V\v 1 ‘:Z^Z 

. X* .this a irgraar transmits as coalbaureB a llstlcg aiKi blograi^a Jwtcs^L-*!.^ 
on the new High Circular Council (HSC) of Oh tiled. Euddhi^c • ^ 

Association (DBA)* .ftc .new Council yc* appointed by An.Quapg Suyrd^i' '* . - 
Patriarch Venerable Gifrc Khien at the te^ju^V of dgroi^\o^ 
who sought by Invoking the Patriarch to rtflolvo the deadlockid 
Fifth Bi-Annual DBA Congress had broken up on Iteceabcr 12, 197.3 • Ihc .••.** 

. Pa triarch. announced the. appointment a after coneidctnblobargainlc^i n .,-v.\ 
edldt dated January 8, 1974 > to bo' effective Janus *y 11* ‘ Hus nci? Covuv-Jf. . .. 
uas Invested February 10, : 1974. The torai of office la ouc year, ^and « . . - 
Sixth Congress io to convccc after that time to seleb^ a he*j 

->2v airgrsm should be reod iii c&o Junction with r^ireiioe A, ryhlcli • $ 

provides additional information on as ny of the peK*s©TO\i.^ ; 

ft fid with, reference. * vhlch outlines. Buddhist- devclop£^tita bGfore v d\n:ing ~ 
and subsequent to lie' December I0, r l973 Congress ' r ' • ./>•- •• -— J v- 

brief breakdown of the 18-acmber i&G* reveal* Stei^of Ithe ' ; * ~ 
victory for the centrists over ^orxtibt^c'rb* - Of {f ouc. ESC posit ijoiv*, 

all are held by central Vietnamese- Of the top iclj^tV s fivc ~n re - cen t rfs £5'^“ .“ ~ 
and one a northerner. One of the tvo soui^eriiereli^ eight, fit. 

Jttioa, strongly supported centrist (Thietr Mlnh during^tfe Fif th -Coiigreas - 

gvCL OSuSS. 1: list e£ Sew High Secular Cocncil. ?hi_ 

EhCtOSGKBS 2-19: Biographic Notes on Individual' - * ■ 7\ 7 \ 
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•._. \*/^cc6rdltlg. r.o; Venerable Gioc Due , tbe titles' of First; Sccoud, -flfid third 
- r " ""f ’ Depot yRccCoi*& have boon abolished nod nil ‘three !>apotics 

^tpoding, ' ilhoy vpiild have to choose iron cjzong thcssselvee a successor' 

. X- .^ . fc Ho. . iHOul<3 that pose fall vacant* Itoyeyer B ; -proas ae^mts . 

. . of the nLCU--'Couneil~ invariably li3t Tioyen Quoug b* FirstTteputy IWctor , 

Quang l> o as Second, and Phop Tri no Third. It occno likely .that Jp.' - 
fact they will cxorc authority in roughly that ordor. 

legislative history behind the peculiar title of Acting. Youth 

... Coc^iooionar Gcoerd dates bock to the 1971 Fourth Congress, vhen 

. Thien Hlnh pnd Tri Quang clashed over the election of Giac tXic to 
.. ../replace ; the foriwr «e Cocnissioner General. The- title is a holdover 
froti a cocproaise reached then* Giac Doc is a voting Harder or th? t- 
Council, hovevor. And for all purposes exorcises falL outhorlty over • 

: .^outh affairs j - r \: ; • /; 
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Rector: 

Venerab le Trl Thu. Central, Lata 60*5 

Tri Thu Vos bom to Quaag Tri. Be studied for the clergy in the famous 
1936^45 chws of Buddhist aspirants at U>e B ao Qtxoc Pagoda in Buc* Graduating : 
first- In that class was Venerable Tri Qoang. Other prominent Buddhist figures J. 
vho matriculated with Tri Qoang at Boo Qaoc ( ,r Z)efcnd the Hatioo" la the English ... 
translation of Bao Quoc) and who are members of the current High Secntnr Council 
(B9C) Include, In addition to Trl Thu, Venerablos Thien Hlnh, Trl Tinh* and 
Huyen Quang. 

Tri Thu is a highly respected Buddhist scholar «ho has not heretofore 
exercised great political influence in An Quang. EXc star la rising. Pro® ':*T" 
1964 until 1971 Trl Thu was Coniasiocicr General for the Propagation of tbo 
Faith* In 1971 he was elected Gowdas loner General for Finance* On July 8, ;;;;r .; 

1973 Tri Thu uaa named Assistant to the Supreme patriarch. This JMifnent -A 

was regarded &g particularly sensitive in that the new, elderly Supremo Patri- 
arch was believed likely to be able to influence the eomltig selection of a newr.'* 
High Secular Council (eee reference C). This In fact did occur* and Tri Tf\u 
can be assumed to have played a key role in the selection process - 

m _ ’ • • • v . • 

Tri Thu Is viewed as a “moderate", aatl-coessunist:, and effeettw leader^;;' 

He Is a "clean" monk with a reputation for asceticism. lie has never been subject 
to the accusations of gross personal and official impropriety which taint bc=c 
of the other bop boozes at An Quang* 




Tri Thu 1 a January 11, 1974 appointment os Rector vae a compromise between 
the Thleo Hlnh "moderate" faction,, which finds hie outl-cccmiunlot viewpoint 
acceptable, and Trl Quang, who went to great lengths to exclude Thiea Hlnh 
from the Rectorship. It ie a defeat for the southerners who argued lnoffeetlvcly 
that as the top UBA clerical post, that of Supreme Patriarch, Is bold by a . 
Central Vietnamese, the next top position (KSC Rector) should go to a Southerner. 

Trl Thu can be expected to advocate the continuation of the recent "low 
profile" An Quang political stance, remaining harshly critical of the GVH on 
domestic Issues but carefully seeking to avoid confrontation vlth it* 
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Advisor: Venerable Trl Quarre. Central. Ear It 60*8 



Tbo position of Advisor is newly created attf the incumbent has the 
rlghc to participate on BSC deliberations bat has no vote. 



The Venerable Trl Quang's controversial career la too well Known to. 
wjrit recapitulation here. It la of interest tijat-aAong tbd BSC notables 
are four of Trl Quang's Eao Quoc clasrmaecs , Tri Thu, Tbion Bleb, Tri Tinh, 
sod Iluyea Quang. ; — 



This la only the second official position Trl Quang has bold in the 
hierarchy, the other being a brief stint as Secretary General of the Supreoc . . 
Eeclcaiastieal Council in 1964. - - 



Tri Qaang fought herd and unsuccessfully co remove both 'ihlcn HLnhand ; 
Huyen Quang from the DSC, At various points in the selection tseoctjvefiug^ 
he allied hieeelf with southern elements. Consistently oypporting Tri Quaug - - 

was Venerable Due Hjunn, a Jforfchcroer; on eaoefc but perhaps not all issues# ‘ :7 ' 

Northerners Qonng Do (Tri Quang’s oun favored candidate) and Glac Ihio nloo 
worked with Trl Quang. 



According to reference D, Tri (fcsaag vaa very upset at the failure, to, 
unseat Thlcn Miah and Buy en Quang at the Flf tK. Congress. Ho won quoted on - 
January 16, 1974, that he was pleased at tire new BSC appointed by tho Fat^arch . 
because that had prevented another schiap in the church. Ifc vas how ever convinced 
that the GVN hftd "used Thicn Hinh and Huyen Quaug to unde ml no his influence. 41 



It should be noted chat Tri Quang was unable to dictate the selection- of 
the BSC, although he was influential in the ’’comp rotate c Bl which evolved. While 
unquestionably hia Influence remains great at An Quang, it appears that ho - is - 
no longer preeminent there. Rather, be is one of the «o*?t influential of Beveral 
factional leaders. It remains to be seen how the uneasy balance betvech Trl 
Quang and Thlea Mirth will work out and to what extent Tri Thu will play an 7. "’.' 
independent role. 
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Advisor: Venerable Thien. Mlob, Central » Early 60*8 

The position of Advisor la newly created and the incumbent has tbs 
right to participate on USC deliberations but bo* no voce* 

Despite the close association between Thien Minh and Tri Quang, first 
33 Boo Quoc schoolmates, then as prime movers in the Buddhist straggle against 
Diem, bitter enmity now marks their relationship. Thien Minh Is regarded by ~; 

Tri Quang as having sought to capitalize on the failure of the several post- V * 
Diem struggles and the consequent dinmmlticm of Tri Quang 1 0 cam prestige to 
replace him as An Quang leader. Tri Quang furthermore regards Thien Ntnh as an 
“unclean'* monk, lazy, venal and licentious. The Issue of Thien Mich's suspected 
tics with the CVS — never proven, but frequently raised in conversation about 
Thien Minh by other boozes — ie elso used against him by Tri Quang and other- 
eoesins. Vet Thien HLnb and his close associate, former Secretary General and 
now First Deputy Rector Huyen Quang , have survived determined ef forts to Crust: 
them from the HSC. Thien Minh' a Influence at An Quang must still be regarded... 
as formidable. - • , 

Thien HLuh has been prominent on the national scene .since 1963. Xa 1964 
he vac elected Commissioner General for Youth Affaire, a post lie held untile the 
present. From 1967 Thien Kinh was also concurrently First Deputy Rector. In / 
that capacity ha succeeded Thien Boa 00 the latter's death January 23, 1>V4. " * 

Thien Kinh's influence at An Quang was dealt a setback when ho was arrested: ~ 
in February 1969 on charges of having harbored draft dcaertcra at the Quang Due • * 
Youth Center in Saigon. Efforts by various radical anti-GVH elements to use 
the arrest to stimulate a now "struggle" failed, fcegely because calmer heads 
at An Quang prevailed; and because Thien Minh ' s tarnished personal reputation 
handicapped chose vbo wished to moke a martyr of 1dm. TTtiea Hinh uae treated 
gently while in Jail and amnestied In November 1969 aeld rumors that he had 
"done a deal" with Proa id cut Thieu. This suspicion wa heightened -as Yhlen Kilnh 
muted his previously strident opposition to the CVN and in 1971 purged and dissolved 
the Central Co«oiccce of the Saigun Buddhist then acti vely, involved 

in the violent street demonstrations against the GVN and the US preseoco in SVH; 

On January 23, 1973 BSC Rector Thien Has paBsed sway. ThlenBbV;w^ • ~ 

southerner with good ties to lay political oppositionists, especially to General 
Duong Van ("Big") Kinh whom An Quang had supported as a candidate for the Presi- 
dency in 1971. As Acting Rector Thien Hinh did not continue his predecessor 
active support of Big Hinh or of the rather radical lay Bodtfhict organization, 

Che Buddhist Parliamentarians' Liaison Croup (BPLG) led by Senator Vu Van. Hail; 
end by Deputy La Dirih Buyea. In ccr.trzst, Thion Minh broke the ties with- Big. 

Kich and advocated a low-profile political posture for An Quang. Since ~ 

signature of the Paris Agreement , official An Quang spokesmen have consistently 
denied that the Buddhist Church In any way represented the so-called "third ~ 
force" or would endorse anyone for seats on chu National Council of National — - 
Reconciliation and Concord. 
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Deputy Rector : 



Venerable fluyen Quango Central . Early 50'a 



Before his selection to the position of Deputy Rector, tioycn Quang 
had held the important admin* *trative position of High Secular Council 
Secretary General since 1966. He was a classmate of Tri Qoaug, Thicn 
Hinh, Tri Thu and Trl Tinh at Bao Quoc Pagoda in the early 1940* a. tfeoyen 
(>unig is described as e good administrator, a bard worker and by aomo as 
a "tower of strength*' to the HSC organisation ae Secretary General. Doyen--. 
Quang was Thicn ULnh 'a chief lieutenant in the struggle to retain Thtea* ----- - 
Hlrfe on the BSC, end it was largely due to what Vu Fen Hau, no friood of J 
either, calls Huyen Quang 1 s "masterful* handling of the floor fight -ar. the.— 
Fifth Bi-Annual Congraas which staved off the determined efforts of Tri 
Quang and the southerners to uuaeat him (reference B). 

While deeply critical of the Thlou Government in conversations with ; 
Americans, Venerable Buycm Quang also reveals a deep rusptelon of coscvmi sn - 
ood -a strongly nationalist outlook which falls somewhat abort of xeoophobia,. 
He has been accused of malversation of funds (tho “Sued ish money scandal^)*' " 
charges vhicn he strenuously rejects (reference B). Scoe gay tbot Buyca • -'f' " 
Quang along with Veoerablea Man Giac and Thicn Minh is an advocaCCLpf . 

abolition of the priestly requirement of celibacy, and that he maintains. . ' 

a family in violation of his monastic vows. While this may be .true, the 
more virulent of tho personal attacks on Uuycn Quang eeesi to at ca more from - 
his close association with Thicn Rich chan from any particular personal;, 
vulnerabilities. 

As Deputy Rector, Uuycn Qua eg could become Acting Rector on Tri Thu*c : . 
removal. Hie is a high prococol position, but it is unclear what specific 
responsibilities he will discharge. Whatever influence Hcyea Quang retains 
can' be expected to be exercised in support of the low-prof ilo, anti-comaunist 
policy for which he was a chief An Quang spokcaaon for tt\c past several years, 

According to Giac Due, the three Deputy Rectors have np a£eci finally. ' 
assigned duties and will apportion responsibility aoong themselves as issues 
arise: Similarly, should Tri Thu vacate the Rectorship, the .Deputies 

would meet <nm*ng themselves to octtle the Issue o f BuCC tts filoti s- ^Db*>evCr , ' • 
most press accounts list Bayun. Quang a a Pfret" Deputy : Rec tfir v - h‘I3 r ~ - 

activist bccJcgrouTK* end h\* aclnj^lcdged a^iniKiMti.y^^^^u^v it ceee^ 
likely that be will exert considerable Influence frea his pcst^* . — 
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Dspoty Rector : Ouaog Do, Wortheru. About 50 

Quatng Do Is close co Trl QuAng, and on sever*! occasions Tri Quaog 
reportedly asked him to stead for the position of Rector la opposition 
to This a iJiah (rafarc^es Sr end G}. Quarts Do reportedly dee Hue a on 
the grounds that lc would be unsuitable for a Northerner to hold the 
position, He exerted bis Influence against the retention of Thicn Ulvix 
*8 Rector nod can be counted iucong Trl Quang's supporters, Quang Do 
is one of the -six HSC wcabere who resigned la tba closing atagos of - - 
the Dece»bcr fil -Annual Congress la aa attempt to block further floor 
action. which by that time was in the bands of Thica-Kiub and-Hayen 
Queng, The others ucrc fcllov northern boozes Quads long ead Clcc Due ; 
end southerners Phap Trl, Bo Cloc, and Trl Tluh. 

Queug Do has an excellent reputation ao a scholar and an educator, 
having studied in Coylon and Indls from 1950-56 (with Venerable K1»lV" 
Chau); and holding the pear of Aa^lsrnnt l^.nn of thp Van H«nh 

Buddhist Studies under Kinfc Chou. Quang Do lo described by o£ 

hiB acquaintfmcec, including the outspokenly aqcI-coeauaiet .Vcnornblc 
Giac Due, as a strong antl-cowauala t, Kovcvcr there la doubt In sc*y} 
quartet's era that point. Quang Do io a close perfiixuil friend, of Glr.C .? 
Due oud cooperates closely with hist la An Qaang political naocuverlag. 




According to Quong Do's friend Glee Due, tho titles Of First, 
Second and Third Deputy Rector have been abolished end ail three Do- 
put lec are on an equal footing. Ho also says that should Trl Thu ”‘ : - 
vacacc the Rectorship, It vould be up to the three Deputies to decide 
the succession between themselves. ftouever, press accounts have listed. 
Quang Do as Second Deputy Rector and it Is likely that at loss t he dll 
prove chore Influential than Fbap Tri, although. Hij yen. Qucng nay bc,c 
formidable opponent for bureaucratic responsibilities should they cooc 
into conflict. 
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Secretary General : thlen Slew, Central 

Before appointment to tbe High secular Council by eft* Supr^a 
Patriarch on January 11, 1974, Tbiia Sleu was a principal Ihio bonze and ... 
since September 7, 1972 had been the chief Ooified Buddhiet /U5ociatioa (l®\) 
representative for An Qoang In the Van H'nh Region, a Buddhist ad^n^crativa 
division which includes alt of GW 181-1. An such bo was one of 
influential bonzaa in that politically volatile region and ondbebt^ 
well known to the Patriarch who himself is from Hue. 




Tbiea Si«ru baa a record of activist "struggle” in 1966. He bas din 
played marked reserve in bis contacts with Americans, Hoaevcri accord in£ 
to Consulate General banana, the Venerable tMcn Siec is a supporter of 
Thieu Mloh and thus can be expected to support the lotcer's cautious and 
"moderate" lead on the HSC* - 



v 4 ‘ T . 

7 'OIs/t 



i- . • i-.uty-’ 



An indication of Thieu Sice 1 a affiliation stems from hia aqtimi ou _Y 
October 20, 1973 during the height of the pre -Congress o^ncu\^ring.- - Tbo 
Buddhist Parliamentarians 1 Liaison Group (BFLG) , a fairly radical lay-X-r- i T; 
Buddhist organic at ton led by Senator ^ Van Han, otogcdacereaouy 
Qoang Pagoda to introduce a number of lay "advisory ' Thleii Kii^ 
to exclodc the BUG from An Quaog premises oc the grounds .that' th<r churidi k\ 
had no role to play in politics-. Thieu Hinh thus issued instructions that . 
the BSC ves not to endorse the ceremony. Uxiea Sieu, who vaStbcn conducting 
a scriptural study session, refused to allow the session to be interrupted, v -- 
thua preventing the attending bonzes from making on appearance at the BPLG 
ceremony. This reportedly angered Tri Qusng (reference H)*: • 
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Cq^dsalo oer General for Social Welfare : Venerable Ho Giac, 

Soutbem, About SO . 



venerable Ik» Gldc Is one of the leading gudlste political activists 
on the TUgh Secular Council. As Cosaissloner General for Social Welfare, 
he holds a highly visible and potentially influential post. However) Ho 
Ciac la regard od by mmsry Buddhist* aa venal, opportunistic) and a Lex monh # 
( w °<*r Thten Mioh u , one southern bonze has ruefully described him). *v ' 

Bo Glac was bom io Cambodia of Vietnamese parents , _With hi a disciple 
Pbap Trl, Ho Glac le o member of the snail ethnic Vietnamese Thcmveda ™ 

Buddhist sect* lie studied and taught Buddhist scriptures in Bunra (1952-54) 
and la Ceylon (1954-58). He hoe attended US Army Chaplain's School in.the.£< r 
OS. fto Cine la thus un usually well-traveled for c Viotnajeeso booze. . He -/ ’ 
a peaks English well and projects a a±> re cosmopolitan air than nanyiopcks 

Bo Glac was an active participant In “Struggle 1“ which culminated in.z- rr : * 
the overthrow of Wen. Be Is said to be a brilliant, spellbinding -ora tor; 

From 1963 until 1967 he served as Deputy Chief, RVJHP Chaplain Corps which r r • 
bis friend and mentor Venerable Tam Cine later leaded. Despite hia aesocintiow 
with Tam Glac and Tam Chau, two leading northern Cuddhi8t anti -Diem figures. 

Bo Gioc sided with An Quang when the Dnlf ied huddhisc Association^ <t^);^litv4.' 
in 1964 and the Tam Chau/Tam CIac element formed the Qooc Tu Ho Glac 

shortly thereafter left (or was eased oat of) the northern-dominated ^Chaplain 'T? 
Corps. - 1..J* 

In 1968 Bo Ciac was elected Coends a toner General for lay Affairs and ' : * * ; 

served in that capacity until election to the Social Welfare position in 1971. 
During this period be also published the Saigon daily Chnn h Dno which reflected 
An Qrong Buddhist opposition views. Following the tet 1968 Coc~3£uulst 'offensive, 
Bo Giao was placed in preventive dctcution for four months along with Trl. . £•„. 
Quang. ' % 

Throughout 1973 Ho Glac strongly opposed the retortion of Tuien Minh 
on the High Secular Council and engaged in vigorous prc-Fifth Congress •mdpexr -; -y 
vex ing against him. He has been described as the "leader of the . southern : ; r r 
faction* bn the BSC (reference l). • Associated wltirfciai were the Tel Aevin^^-^— 
soachera bonzes: Tri Tinh, Buu Buc, Kuo Bung, Phap'Tri, and (the other) -^7 

Ttden Boa. Bo Cioc was one of the seven senior bonzes who resigned their-" ; 
positions lace on December* 12 in s successful' effort to halt the Congress . 7 
before It could confirm Thien Hinh and Kuyen Qiang in their fotesr positions.' v& 
The others' who resigned that evening: southerners *Fhap Tri and-Tci Xtchi " f 

and northerners (probably at the direction of Trl Qoang) Due Khuan, Glac . Due, 
Lccg, -rd Q^er^g; tk>- '** • r 



It can be expected that Bo Glac will continue to agitate for more southern 
influence in An (fciang affairs. He will oaintaln ties with southern lay figures, 
■any of whom are rather exrreste in their opposition to the GVtf. As another UfiA 
Congress is now scheduled for early 1575, Bo Cine vil?> no remain deeply 

involved in sudjste anti -Thien ttinh activity. 
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Ac^jng_CofcBic sioner Genera l for Youth: Venerable doc Due. Northern. 

Early 40*8 ~ 

i 

Venerable Glac Iktc Is one of the moat aggressive, politically active 
houses in An Quang. He ban been one of Tri OuumgV chief lieutOnonte, hu{ 
he dal«B to be able to act also os an independent "bridge* 1 to the Thien ----- 

Hinh faction* Glac Due takes an outspokenly hawkish ar. ti -coisaoanie t lino 
in conversations with Americans, lie attributes his virulent sutd~copmuolsm. 
to events in bis youth when he. was active in various clauses tine rvartioualjst ... 
(VNQDD) anti-coufifiuaalst activities in £orth Vietnam* According to Giac Due, 
his father, a wealthy merchant with VNQDD tics, was a friend of Ho Chi Hinh ^ 
who was a frequent visitor in their home* Despite the friendship tbc Wot 
Hinh -killed his father nod two uncles in 1$A5* 

Glac Due describes himself as a headstrong child who was "cornet ted" __ J 
to pagoda discipline. He studied at Hanoi's famed Quan Su Pagoda where he ---; 
became A protege of d>e Veuerable To Lien, one o£ HVN-s leading : reform .bonzes , 

Be becar& a good friend at Quan Su with Venerable Qcang Do >a ralatiousb ip -f - 
which persists, 

Glac Due fled south in 1954. He studied scripture in ttha Trang and - - 
Lam Dong until 1963 when be made hla way to Saigon to participate in poti-Dlc« ' 
"Struggle X". Ho was on effective organizer of protests and along with maiiy 
ocher bonzes and lay Buddhists was arrested by Diem's police during the August 
1963 crackdown. In 1964 Giac Itoc departed for six ^earg of study in the i)$ 
where be received a Ph.D. in Southeast Aslan Buddhist political history .at /’-•-■p- 
Clercuout College , California. Be was thus absent from SVH during the sevarnl 
post -Diem "struggles* 1 . 

.Giac Itac speaks English well. Ue seeos genuinely to have appreciated;. ^ v 
his American experience. Some boozes however criticize Giac Due as "de-Viet- 
nncesed", pointing to Ids fondness for Auerlcau slang and cigarettes* He has ^ 
also been the subject of the almost inevitable rumor that he is u an agent of . 
the CIA*', - . v- ; 

On hla return to SVM In 1970, Giac Due plunged immediately lute Bbddbiat *- 
politics, first seeking to achieve a reunification between - the; 

• r- ubrtfctrti -Qccc Txi aad-An ijssag-: factions . On failing in this . Cjrtc Due bptedit^ ; — 
for An Qvaag where he was elected to the post of Deputy Cofc^asipndr \G^rqi * • 
for Youth under Yfcicu Kinh in 1971. 

This election was an unusual move as all other Deputy Gonad s a loners yrf r-’-.; 
General are appointed by their commissioners. Giac Due wan originally na^ioated 
for the post of. Youth Coeatssloner General. This was blocked by Thien 'MinK *. 
who, while seeking sod obtaining the position of ?irst Deputy Rector, was 
reportedly jealous of his previocs aosisrn over youth o fruits. ll^ eXcccidii 
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of Giac Due as Deputy Cocaal s 8 iooer General was arranged as a compromise 
by Tri Quang. Giac Ikic and Thien Hinh have tx>t been on good terac since 
this conflict. Vhile Ciac Due speaks approvingly of Thien Hinh 1 s ''aodorate 11 
policies, he ia strongly critical of him personally as c "fallen *nnk". To 
re talc Thien Hinh as ESC Rector, Giac Due has argued, would render the church, 
vulnerable to extremist and/or Cowunisc propaganda attacks. 

Daring the Intense maneuvering which preceded the Itecewber 1973 fifth 
Bi-Annual Congress, Giac IXac was ia the unenviable position of attempting ' * 
to broker a compromise which would minimize southern extremist influence on 
the BSC vbileqaloo blocking Thien Hinh 1 a determined bid far tho Rectorship* 
Working with naqg Do aod following Tri Quangos general direction, Giao Dot ; 
succeeded in shaping the aaerdmests to the Deified Buddhist Church Charter 
to nis satisfaction. He defeated attempts to amend the charter to allow 
laymen to bold positions on the Uigh Secular Council which Cine -Due /feared 
would Open the Council to radical influence. Giac Due also .claims credit 
for introducing language into the Charter ufcich~ pc emitted tte Svpv<& P&Maxch 
to break, the dcodlock over the DSC election by appointing the council. 

It was Giac Due, he dales, who arranged for the loot iduuta December 22; 
demons crotive resignation/valkout of the six a senior bonzes which blocked. 

Thien Hinh *s election as rector. Participating with Giac Due were ;feilo^f- «. 
northerners Quang I X> and Qu&ng Long, and southerners Ilo Giac, Phap Tri : awJ ~ 

Tri Tioh. Giac Due say© he thought up this ploy, then obtained Tri Quang’s ^./^^ 
endorsement for it. — - J. : 

Thus in the end most if not all of Giac Due* a stated political obj^tives 
were obtained at the Fifth Congress : Thien Xluh'a bid for the Rectorship wria . 

blocked; southern extremist Influence was held to a minimum; the Council ■ 
structure was maintained intact; and no new schism has yet further subdivided 
the church, tie told Embassy officers March 11 Chat he was “quite pleased"':; 
with the eventual outcooe of the Fifth Congress. -/ ./ r 

This attests tp Ciac IXac 1 s skill at political infighting. Highly ego- 
tistical, Gable ions , and intelligent. Due also Is both cunning and tough. 

Gicc IXk *. 1 « youth portfolio Lc a politically seosicive position in which his. 
staunch anti^cocMtoiism will be helpful in a t caaairg^ any adWr.gvirist : : tetyfegei eg . ^ 
Working against Ciac Due are hla somewhat abrasive aggressiveness and ttltimaccly 
his northern origins. Whether Giac Due's rather loose life style will become 
the accepted norm will depend on whether the "new toonfe" movement: takes bold. 

If it does. Giac Doc’s relaxed approach tu Buddhist obligations will Tuikf_be 
much of a handicap . Giac Doc cm occasion expresses very pessimistic views 
about the future of SVH and asserts that he plans to “retire" froi politics. 
However, for the present v Ciac Doc =^st be counted an important figure in 
An Quang politics, responsive hut not subservient Co Tri Qcaeg s 
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£- n * at - .lai oder General for Cultural Affairs : Venerable Man CLac . 

Central. Hid -40 'a 

Venerable Mac Giac la one of Vietnamese Buddhism's more controversial..^ 
younger monks. While he Is not known to have spoken publicly or published 
on the issue , Man Giac is charged by hla enemies with being a loading 
advocate of modifying the Church's strict celibacy requirements for bo pres. 

Ac such be has been under attack aa a "new monk" and worse. ' * - 

Man Ciac studied at Hoc's Bao Quoc Pagoda from 1945 to 1951 where he 
waa a classmate of Venerable Hthh Chau and of now Senator traa Quong Ttmsn* 

He also studied concurrently at the prestigious lay Qooc Hoc High School 
in Hoe, an unusual procedure for a novice bonze. There he was a student of 
now Senator Pham Dinh At, an outspoken lay Buddhist cr Icic of Jt& ‘ pi^nf 
government. From 1952 until 1960 Man Giac headed c Bo He Buddhist School. :. . 
system in Dalat. From 1962-1965 he was studying in Japan tbere be .reoiixred 
a Doctorate la Buddhist Studies from Tokyo University in 1965. In 1969 
Han Giac spent four months la the VS visiting educational Institutions. Be 
speaks fair English now. * TT : \ 

On his return to Vietnam Man Ciac served briefly aa first Dean.. of tha Jv ”* 
Faculty of Buddhist Studios at Van Qanh ^diversity, but he bad a falling 
out with Mint Chau (reason unknown) and subsequently resigned. He still 
teaches at Van Bach however and at Hue and Dalat Universities as veil. 

Aa Cowl na loner General for Cultural Affair a, thru Giac'a responsibilities 
Include the publication of a scholarly quarterly Journal; caring for artistic . 
works; and undertaking historical research into Buddhist literature. This - 
latter effort is receiving increased attention from senior Ail (friAng booses, '•* 
who have launched an ambitious project to translate numerous scriptural 
texts from Chinese and other languages into Vietnamese. 

Following Thien Mirth's arrest in 1969, Kan Giac served os Ac ting Youth 
Commissioner General until the letter's release from priaon . in Kw<^r of 
chat year, politically Inclined (he vaa active in Buddhist youdi _circlos . .. . 
in * tb<r I960 ncrrugglc ,, > and strongly anti-Coccardst .. Man - Giao. 1 all 5ted 

by some for vbac baa been described as a "soChr pcr6waUcy*V : His enemies ; - 
also accuse Man Giac of such tmmonkly traits as vdosn chasing -and bor*osojaiality. 
In mid-1973 these charges were first aired in the press by Cong Lean and :— 

Song Than ,; both of which Saigon, journals were then feverishlycaapaigning 
against Thien Minh as Acting Rector of the High Secular Council. ' Curt^ Luan 
accused him of r ‘perverted acta*’. According to reference J> a group of leading 
bosses in mid-sunner 1973 visited pro-GVN political figure (then Minister of 
Rural Development) Kguyen Van ^gai to protest tfzese attack s ss dc=sgicg to r - 

che universal cause of Buddhism. The accusations were again freely aired 

during the Fifth Bi-Annual Buddhist Congress, bat this did not prevent Han. . 
Giae'e reappointment to the cultural affairs post to which he had first been 
elected in 1971. . ~ ^ 
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CowwisBioner General for the Clercv: Venerable Tri Tinh. Southern. 

Karlv 60‘a 

Venerable Tri Tiofc Is a respected southern boose who bad close ties 
to the former rector, Thien Boa. Like Tu Hbco, Tri Tidhi sterna fro® Sodec 
in the niddle Delta. He has held the poet of Corad eel oner General for 
the Clergy since the founding of the Unified Buddhist Church in 1963. 

Tri Tinh la a scholar, said to be reclusive and relatively apolitical* 

He is Dean of the Faculty of Buddhist Studies at Van Hanh. He is reputedly' ■" 
one of Vietnan'e leading translators- of scripture fro* Chinese* * • 

Tri Yinh studied with Tri Quang, Buyen Quang, Tblen Hlnh, and Tri Thu ; 
at Hue 1 b Boo Quoc Pagoda 1936-1945. Be reportedly regains on good tetas 
with Tri Qtmng who in *id-1973 was considering Tri Tiuh no an . acceptable 
south erne r to succeed Thicn Boa a High Secular Council (HSC) jftcctor. In 
late October a»d early Ifcyfber, hwever, Tri Queag eeciied to have cooled ^ 
onTtiTlnh aa a candidate. According to reference G, Tri Quimg char<wte|^ed- 
Tri Tinh as "not intelligent enough*. 1 for the post. A few days 
Quapg reportedly said that Tri Tinh would be rt aeceptablo ,, aithoush 1 ^ _ 

ferred Quang Do (reference F). Tri Tinh was one of the six senior ItSC'boitses-: 
uho desoostrably resigned frea their positions on the last day of tho Fifth 
Congress in an effort to block the Thicn Hinh forces* The 'othcra wrs fellow 
south enter 8 llo Ciac and Phop Tri, and northerners Quang Long, Quang Do and 
Giac Due. The resigns cion -walkout was probably at Tri Q»£ixg*$ instance. . 

Whatever his present relationship with Tri Quango Tri Tinh, opposed .. -r' v 
Thicn Hi ah during the BI-Auruial Congress and boycotted the iave^titnre \ r ; 
cercsaoay for the newly-appointed KSC scheduled for January 10, 1974. 
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C ouplsstouer General for Lav Affairs : Venerable Quaog Long, 

Hgrtbenu About SO 



Although a northerner. Venerable Quong Long has been a Xottgrti*e 
resident of the south and received sost o£ hid education in Saigon at 
the An Qoang Buddhist Seminary, Thorn he vaa a disciple of the deceased 
Venerable Thien Soa along with Vcnerabica Hhat Thuong, Thien Dinh,.<ind 
Lieu Htnh. Although these do not hold |k>sitions on the BSC itself, .they * ’ 
are active, in the Middle levels of the church organic at ion* In 1966 he - * f-~ 
was elected High Secular Council (BSC) CossdLss loner General for Social 
Welfare, a job in which he reportedly earned a reputatioaras' a ;* '* 7 ::; 
adMtnl8trator« In 1971 Quang Long was elected to the (TSC Lay Affairs 
position, to which he was reappointed by the Supreme Patriarch January 11* 
|974* As Lay Affairs CommIssI oner, Qoang Long supervises An Quahg's rather,, 
amorphous network of specialised lay organizations (not including social 
welfare, youth, or education): for example, in his purview. oro\ the’. Buddhist 

labor organizations and the Buddhist "legal aid const t tees", . 



Quang Long has an apolitical history* However he did participate in 
the resignation-walkout of the six senior HSC bonte9,.plti3 Hue Hhann during 
the closing hours of the cuxultuous fifth Bi-Annual Congress Itacenbcr 12, 




The walkout, which was probably ordered by Tri Quoug as a last-ditch ef fort -^ 
Co stymie the pro-Thieu Minh forces, included fellow northerners Quang T&T* yr* ' 
and Ciac Due, while southerners Tri Tinh, Ho Clac, ondPhapTri-nlso parti- ; 
cipat ed. - • j _• J : 
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C rwrf n sloper General for Construction : Venerable Thien 3toa. 

Spathern. Lato 60*8 

Hie Venerable Thien Boa (not to be confused vlth the former lHgh - 

Secular Council (BSC) lector of the same note who died January 23, 1973) 
has been reappointed to the position of Construction and CoamlGGloncr. Ae 
such he is responsible for the Church's building program* There. 1 s another . _ 
position held by Thlon Boa. that of "Recons traction Cocsaittee" Chairmen. . 

lhia la a new covarittee not formally a part of the BSC Cowalaa ion General 

structure , and there Is s owe ambiguity about what it entails. Thien Minh 
la also the Abbot of A * Quang Pagoda. A respected scholar but an apolitical 
rank, Thien Hea has been on the Gidelines until propelled into the llralight - 
oa the unsuccessful southern candidate for Rector in the recent bitterly 
coo ces ted election. Thieu Boa io universally regarded as politically naive; - 
bo was once conned into serving os chairman of a stooge Dies i "Ghifled Cocadccac 
to Defend Pure Buddhism” after tbe pagoda raids in Au^t -1963, and 
other tales of equally obtuse if veil -moaning political gaffes by. Thien Tloa».^r 

In the 1930's Thien Boa studied for the clergy in long Xjuyca in the 
Delta. From 1938-^5 he studied with the previous Rector Bos In Qui Nhon 
and later at Hoc's Tay Thien Pagoda under Venerable Tri Thu. ' Following .ZZ::^7iZl 
five years in North Vietnam (1945-50), he returned to Saigon t/bcrc lie uas 
active at An Quang In teaching and other clerical dutlco* In 1967 and again . 
in 1968, Thien Boa was chosen USC Commissioner General for Rccons traction and 
Finance; the post vae split in 1971, with Thien Hoc retaining the not Very 
significant post of Reconstruction Commissioner General* 



In the bitter infighting preceding and during the Fifth Bi-Annual 
Congress, Thien Hna uas advanced, perhaps against his t/ill, as tbe southern 
candidate* Be refused to accept the position because he could not none other 
southerners to top BSC positions and exclude Thien Htnh and Doyen Quang from 
the Council . The failure tc cone up with a rare formidable ebo&pion demon- 
strata? the da facto weakness of tbe southern faction at An Qyang; . . ; 

; 



As a gesture to injured southern sensibilities, Thien &>a has also . 
been appointed Deputy Sap x era rstriarctu Co, would prceiaebljr succeed the_ 
incumbent, 95-year-old Venerable Glac Nbieu on his death. Until such an ' 
eventuality however, Thien Boa apparently Intends to remain in Saigon. To 
the extent that be plays any role in An Quang Infighting, it will probably 
be as a malleable Instrument of tbe southern extremists* — 
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Copies loner General for Finance : Ve ^rabXe Pilcn Tuong, Southerner ~ 

The. Venerable thlcn Tuoag 1 a a neucoaer to the High Secular Council. 

He succeeds Eri as Coavissioocr General of Finance* \fh*r tbe spilt 
between the An Quaog and Quoc Tu factions occurred in 19^> .Itiich Tijong - 
vaa one of the rev southerners to opt for the nor them -dodnated Quoc Tu 
elcaent. In late 1969 he reportedly argued strongly for reuaifioatlorv of 
the two antagonistic factions °at any price 11 and quarreled;. fc/ith Y^erablc j 
Tan Chau and other Quoc Ttt leaders oyer the issue (reference K) . -*At ; that', 
tittc TMen Tuoag was serving as ftector of the Quoc To High Sc^ulaJ Council* 

He "rallied* 1 to An Quang, resigning his Quoc TO rectorship on December 17* *V 
1969 and. "returning 11 to An Qirang in a cercs»ouy held at Ait-Quang vL£he<x*c ■>' 
fanfare on Jatwiary 17* 1970. Press reports nt the tiao said that Thien Toons-'; 
was proorLoed a °blgh position’* in the An Quang foction hierarchy; hovever 
the 1971 Fourth Bi-Annual Congress coaa aid ucqc without 'auy notice apparently 
being taken of any such proviso if indeed any were ever glvCrfi *. 

nothing is known of Tblen Tuong'a politics or factional allegiance * . 

within An Quojig. 
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CctlsBlnner Ceperal for Education : Venerable Xloh Chau« Central. 50*9 

Ine venerable fHaSk Chau is perhaps tha sect prestigious Boddblat 
scholar in South Vietnam and one of the country's most distinguished ....... ..c-. 

educators . From 1947-51 he studied at the Bao Qooe Pagoda in Boe. Studying 
vith him were Venerable Kan Clac and uov-fieaafor Tran Qaang Thu aa+ Together 
vitfa Tbuan and Wooer able Qaang Do, -be was selected in 1952 a?-oira of the 
first Buddhist monks to study abroad- Ho later (1963) received a Ph.D. io 
Buddhist studies fra* India's Holandia University, Hinh Chao ie an id to_. v. 
apeak English, French, Cblneas, Cambodian sod Hindi, and to be able, to read . 

Pall fluently, lie has traveled widely in the IIS, In 1964, ha founded the *~V 

Buddhist Van Bnnh University in Saigon at which be has served os Rector since,. ; 




Hinh Chau la a political coderate who has sought successfully ' to mini-. 
also the potentially explosive political role of the students et Van llarth. 
Reportedly close to Tti Quang, be is a strong natibnalis £ , but rarely speaks itv:: 
out on controversial issues. In line with an An Quaog policy set by^Yhica . 

Chau after the radical student disorders of 1970-71, in l^ 

dissolved the Central Committee of the Van Hash UniverBity Student Onion, 

Hinh Chou lies served so High Secular Council Coaaissioner for EducntioiCJl^ 
since 1967# It is not known what position he took during the recent battle's 
over the Rectorship. He may be supposed to have welcomed the rebuff dealt 
more extreme elements by Thica Chau and Ikrycrn Quang vhilo deploring •tSn*~£r — 
factionalism which currently disfigures Vic cn awes c Buddhism SUtth Chau can 
be expected to exert his considerable Influence quietly toward moderation - - 
and unity. 
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Conarfasloner General for Propagation of the Faith : 
Hiryea VI. Central. Late 40*8 
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Venerable 



The Venerable Butyen VI vas appointed January 11, 1974 to the sa*e 
post to which ho h=w* boon elected is 1971*. Pros* South Centre! Viotnasa 
(Phan Bang) , Huyen Vi was sold to have been s disciple of the deceased fofeaer - 
High Secular Council Hector, Thlen Hoe, at the An Quoug Seminary. Others- 
who were fallow students at An Quarsg under Thlen Boa include Venerable^,.. . 

Quang I*jngj Rhat tlitfocg, mien Dish, and Meu.Klnb. „ : v , . ... Vv : 

lu India from 1966 to 1971 and thus did not participate in buddbiat dcvelopr.- 
ccenta in SVH during that period* ttuyen Vi's role if aay in the various -"a Uruggles" 
fxcw 1963 to 1966 is not known* 

Tluyen Vi is regarded as aa intelligent, younger bonze. In aid -197 3 ha * • 
was appointed to a prestigious clerical body, the Scriptures Translation-' ■'• ■ 
Council* Serving on tbo Council were Tri Qonng, Thicn Sicui : ‘V 

Doc Kbuflu* Quang Do, Buu Hue, Hhat Lien, and Tu Thanh. Bdyen Vi nay have 
an activist political future ahead of Mb. It soe«s likely he Is-e Trl W 
Qu&ng supporter or at least, docs not follow Thlen r&oh. At ,oiKi.|^nt..t. J .u^ 
d\iring the early December 1973 pre -Congress Koncwcrins (the other) ^Tliicn . -• ** 

Boa, then a strong candidate for tho Rectorship of the ]tSC, : listed Buyeu yi. 
as his choice for Secretary General on his pockago, take - 1 t*S> r-lcavu^i t • / '" • - 

elate (reference S). „ 
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